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Objective: Olds College is committed to recognizing individuals who have made outstanding
contributions to the advancement of social, cultural, or economic development that
have an important impact on Olds College and/or the Olds Community by awarding
honorary degrees. The honorary degree is presented at the Convocation
ceremonies.

Policy: 1. The College may award more than one honorary degree per year. These awards
need not be granted each year.

2. The credential awarded is Olds College’s highest credential.
3. The recognition of individuals and their achievements through the conferring of

honorary degrees must reflect positively on Olds College.
4. Recipients of the honorary degree are members of the general public which may

include, but are not limited to, individuals who have made a significant
contribution to their community, alumni, former faculty or staff, former
members of the Board of Governors, former public officials, or former private
sector partners. They may not be current faculty or staff, current members of
the Board of Governors, or current officials (elected, appointed, or senior
employees) of the municipal, provincial, or federal government. An association
with Olds College is highly desirable but not required.

5. An honorary degree is conferred on an individual only once.
6. Honorary degrees are presented at Convocation.
7. Confidentiality is maintained throughout the nomination and selection process.
8. Recommended nominees meet one or more of the criteria listed below. The

individual has:
a. Made a significant contribution to the College, post-secondary

education, the community, or society in general;
b. Achieved noted accomplishments in a particular field of study or

applied learning;



c. Enhanced or promoted the College’s image and reputation in Alberta
and elsewhere; and/or

d. Achieved a significant and positive reputation so that their connection
to the College through this award will enhance the reputation of the
College and serve as an example to its students and alumni.

9. The Executive Leadership Team develops a final ranking of candidates and
makes recommendations on the final award recipient(s).

10. A recommendation for the degree recipient(s) and the selected recipient(s)’
name(s) is brought forward, for approval, to the Board of Governors at its
February meeting.

11. The Board shall consider rescinding an honorary degree if the recipient:
a. Has been convicted of a criminal offense;
b. Obtained the honorary degree by fraud, deception, or other

inappropriate means;
c. Engaged in disreputable conduct that is a significant departure from

generally-recognized standards of public behaviour and that would
undermine the credibility or integrity of Olds College; or

d. Has been removed for misconduct from any official roll of members of
a regulated profession to which he/she belongs.

Definitions: Honorary Degree: An award conferred on an individual as a way to honor the
contributions they have made to the College, the Olds region, province, the nation, or
society in general.

Related Information: Honorary Degree Nomination Form

Related Procedures: D11 Honorary Degree Procedure
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